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Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase
Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire

and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

'T(091 ) 509 300
:Thousing@galwaycoco.ie

Pleanail

Planning

; "(091 ) 509 308

IJ planning@galwaycoco.ie

Re: Submission 1 - Barry CLifford

A Dhuine Uaisle
Timpeallacht & Tr6idliacht
Environment & Veterinary

' =(091 ) 509 510

=environment@galwaycoco.ie
Galway County Council acknowledges the submission from the abovenarned and
responds as follows:

IntreastruchtOr tisiciOil

agus Athr0 Aeraide

Physical Infrastructure

and Climate Change

• .'(091 ) 509 309
: : roads@galwaycoco.ie

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be planted” This “will take a large

portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its

creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna

Human Resources

!1(091 ) 509 303

=hr@galwaycoco.ie

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

' ~(091 ) 509 099
[ :rnotortax@galwaycoco. ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as
stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1,380m2) of
the open amenity space will be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS
(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21, and Figure 2.6 – Proposed Development

Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting

Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the
Carrowmanagh apartments which will not be planted on.

clar na dToghth6iri
Register of Electors

4-(091 ) 509 310
: - i:electors@galwaycoco.ie

Forbairt Tuaithe agus Pobail

agus Imeascadh

Rural and Community

Development and Integration
-='(091 ) 509 521

:community@galwaycoco.ie

Statement: Will cause road safety and visibitity issues for motorists driving into the estate

Leabharlann

Library

’ T(091 ) 509 388

: :info@galwaylibrary.ie

Ta mile failte roimh chomhfhreagras agus ghn6 i nGaeilge.
gaeilge@cocogaillimh.ie www.gaillimh.ie



Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).
An Arboricultural Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughterard Footbridge, Co.
Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan

will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a
safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility

through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: Although it may be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant

trees as close to the felled ones as possible, there is no legal obligation to plant new
trees within a certain distance of felled trees, and the required minimum distance

between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecological reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement
trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one

of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact

on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a Legal requirement
under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is

in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.
The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats
present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out

in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact

Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees close to the boundary wall between

Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwa Ik has the potential to cause further

damage and instability to the boundary wall.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section

2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of
the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?

Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other

areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belonging to Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this
was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 - the invasive

species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitable as

it would take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to
Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section
2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the

Riverside Walk along the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young children playing on the open green area would be attracted to
the gate and gain access to the riverwalk and the associated danger of the fast-
moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary wall has the
potential to create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national
and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be

permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders will be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate will be of
similar height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both
the Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park faces, as a deterrent against climbing

the gate from either direction. There wiLL be no more risk to children going to and

from school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, Le meas

4/,A/h.
Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and
Climate Change
Galway County Council
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Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase
Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire

and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

It(091 ) 509 300
£Thousing@galwaycoco.k

Pleanail

Planning

' '(091 ) 509 308
::planning@gaiwaycoco.ie

Re: Submission 2 -Cathal Flynn

Timpeallacht & Tr6idliacht
Environment & Veterinary

' -(091 ) 509 510

:environment@galwaycoco.ie

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowledges the submission from the abovenamed and
responds as follows:

InireastruchtOr tisiciOil

agus Alhr0 Aeraide
Physical Infrastructure

and Climate Change

!1(091) 509 309
=roads@galwaycoco.ie

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be planted” Ih is “will take a large

portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its

creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna

Human Resources

:: (091 ) 509 303

=hr@galwaycoco.ie

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

' --(091 ) 509 099
i -:motortax@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as

stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1,380m2) of
the open amenity space will be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS

(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 , and Figure 2.6 – Proposed Development

Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting

Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the

Carrowmanagh apartments which wiLI not be planted on.

clar na dToghth6iri
Register of Electors

:' ’(091 ) 509 310
b_=electors@galwaycoco.ie

Forbairt Tuaithe agus Pobai I

agus Imeascadh

Rural and Community

Development and Integration

=( P(091 ) 509 521

:Ccornmunity@galwaycoco.ie

Statement: Will cause road safety and visibility issues for motorists driving into the estate

Leabharlann

Library
':'(091 ) 509 388

I -]into@galwaylibrary.ie
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Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).
An Arboricultural Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughterard Footbridge, Co.
Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan

will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a
safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility
through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: Although it may be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant
trees as close to the felled ones as possible, there is no legal obligation to plant new
trees within a certain distance of felled trees, and the required minimum distance
between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecological reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement
trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one

of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact

on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a legal requirement

under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is
in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.

The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats
present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out
in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact

Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees close to the boundary wall between

Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwatk has the potential to cause further
damage and instability to the boundary wall.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section
2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of
the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?

Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other
areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belonging to Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this
was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the

European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 201 1 - the invasive
species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitable as

it would take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to
Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section
2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the
Riverside WaLk along the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young children playing on the open green area would be attracted to
the gate and gain access to the riverwalk and the associated danger of the fast-

moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary wall has the

potentialto create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national
and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be
permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders will be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate will be of similar
height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both the
Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Parkfaces, as a deterrent against climbing the
gate from either direction. There will be no more risk to children going to and from
school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, le meas

Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and

Climate Change
Galway County Council
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30th September 2025

Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase

Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire
and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

=;(091 ) 509 300
Ihousing@galwaycoco.ie

Pleanail

Planning

' :(091 ) 509 308
Lplanning@galwaycoco.ie

Re: Submission 3 - Colm Ashford

Timpeallacht & Trdidliacht

Environment & Veterinary
'-(091 ) 509 510

: -:environment@galwaycoco.ie

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowledges the submission from the abovenamed and
responds as follows:

IntreastruchtOr tiSiCiCJil

agus Athr0 Aeraide
Physical Intrastructure

and Climate Change

"=’(091 ) 509 309

=roads@galwaycoco.ie

Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: While I have no objection to the footbridge, I do object to the excessive
number of trees to be planted on the open green area of Carrowmanagh Park, and

where they are to be planted. In my opinion, they would swallow up the entire play
area used by resident for over 20 years and make it a danger for residents driving in

and out as the view of children would be obstructed, increasing chances of a horrible
accident happening.

Acmhainni Daonna

Human Resources

’: (094) 509 303
Thr@galwaycoco.ie

M61archain

Motor Taxation

' t(091 ) 509 099
.Jmotoaax@galwaycoco.ie

Cbr na dToghth6iri
Register of Electors

''’(091 ) 509 310
=electors@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as
stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1 ,380m2) of
the open amenity space wiLL be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS
(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 , and Figure 2.6 – Proposed Development

Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting

Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the

Carrowmanagh apartments which will not be pLanted on. The trees proposed for the
planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m taLI). An Arboricultural Assessment of the

Forbairt Tuaithe agus Pobai I

agus Irneascadh

Rural and Community

Development and Integration
: P(091 ) 509 521
T community@galwaycoco.ie

Leabharlann

Library
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Site Area at N59, Oughterard Footbridge, Co. Galway provides a Method Statement

/Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan will be also developed during

detailed design so that the trees do not provide a safety issue within the estate, with
their canopies maintained to provide visibility through the proposed areas of tree
planting.

Statement: I am in favour of some tree planting, but it should be done closer to the
boundary walls

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section

2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Is mise, le meas

/
Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and

Climate Change
Galway County Council
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30th September 2025

Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: GaLway County Council Compulsory Purchase
Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire
and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

e’(091) 509 300
=housing@galwaycoco.ie

Pleanatl

Planning

';(091 ) 509 308
: :planning@galwaycoco.ie

Re: Submission 4 - Jenny and Paul Byrne

Timpeallacht & Tr6idliacht
Environment & Veterinary

'''(091 ) 509 5 IO

=enviFonEnent(@gaEwaycoca.b

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowledges the submission from the abovenamed and
responds as follows:

IntreastruchtOr fisici6il
agus Athr0 Aeraide

Physical Infrastructure

and Climate Change

'?(091 ) 509 309
=roads@galwaycoco.ie

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be planted” This “will take a large

portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its
creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna

Human Resources

'=(091) 509 303

=hr@galwaycoco.ie

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

q -(091 ) 509 099

L:motortax@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as
stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1,380m2) of

the open amenity space will be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS

(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 , and Figure 2.6 – Proposed Development

Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting
Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the

Carrowmanagh apartments which wiLI not be planted on.

C:Mr na dToghth6iri

Register of Electors

'*(091 ) 509 310
=electors@ga:waycoco.ie

Forbairt Tuaithe agus Pobail
agus Imeascadh

Rural and C;omrnunity

Development and Integration

TP(091 ) 509 521

:Tcommunity@gaFwaycoco.ie

Statement: Will cause road safety and visibility issues for motorists driving into the estate

Leabharlann

Library

==(091 ) 509 388

:linfo@galwaylibrary. ie

Ti mile failte nimh chomhftlreagras agus ghn6 i nGaeilge.
gaeilge@cocogaillimh.ie www.gaillimh.ie



Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).
An Arboricultural Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughterard Footbridge, Co.

Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan

will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a

safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility
through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: A[though it may be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant

trees as close to the felled ones as possible, there is no !egal obligation to plant new
trees within a certain distance of felled trees, and the required minimum distance
between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecological reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement
trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one

of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact

on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a legal requirement
under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is
in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.

The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats

present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out
in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact
Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees cfose to the boundary wall between
Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwa Ik has the potential to cause further

damage and instability to the boundary watl.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section

2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of
the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?
Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other

areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belonging to Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this
was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 - the invasive
species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitable as

it would take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to

Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section
2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the
Riverside Walk along the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young children playing on the open green area would be attracted to
the gate and gain access to the riverwalk and the associated danger of the fast-
moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary waIt has the
potentialto create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national

and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be

permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders wiLI be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff riverside waLk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate will be of similar
height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both the
Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park faces, as a deterrent against climbing the
gate from either direction. There will be no more risk to children going to and from

school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, le meas

Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and

Climate Change

Galway County Council
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30th September 2025

Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase
Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire
and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

B(091 ) 509 300
=housing@galwaycoco.ie

Pleanail

Planning

(?(091 ) 509 308

LIJplanning@galwaycoco.ie

Re: Submission 5 - Jonathan O’Shaughnessy

Timpeallacht & Tr6idliacht
Environment & Veterinary

'i=(091 ) 509 510
=environment@galwaycoco.k

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowLedges the submission from the abovenamed and
responds as follows:

InfreastruchtOr fisiciOil

agus Athra Aeraide

Physical Infrastructure
and Climate Change

ft(091) 509 309
=roads@galwaycoco.ie

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be planted” This “will take a large

portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its
creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna

Human Resources

=’(091 ) 509 303

=hr@galwaycoco.ie

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

' t(091) 509 099

: :imotonax@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as

stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1,380m2) of
the open amenity space will be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS
(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21, and Figure 2.6 – Proposed Development

Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting

Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the
Carrowmanagh apartments which will not be planted on.

Chr na dToghth6iri
Register of Electors

--(091 ) 509 310
=electors@galwaycoco.ie

Forbaid Tuaithe agus Pobail

agus Imeascadh

Rural and Community

Development and Integration

2;(091 ) 509 521
=community@galwaycoco.ie

Statement: Will cause road safety and visibility issues for motorists driving into the estate

Leabharlann

Library

=(091 ) 509 388

FCinfo@galwaylibrary.ie

Ti mile failte roimh chomhftlreagras agus ghn6 i nGaeilge.
gaeilge@cocogaillimh.ie www.gaillimh.ie



Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).
An Arboricultural Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughterard Footbridge, Co.
Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan

will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a
safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility
through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: Although it may be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant
trees as close to the fetted ones as possible, there is no legal obligation to plant new
trees within a certain distance offeRed trees, and the required minimum distance
between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecological reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement
trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one
of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact
on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a legal requirement
under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is
in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.

The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats

present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out
in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact

Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees cfose to the boundary wall between

Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwatk has the potential to cause further
damage and instability to the boundary wall.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section

2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of
the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?

Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other
areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belonging to Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this
was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 - the invasive
species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitable as
it would take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to

Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section

2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the
Riverside Walk along the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young chitdren ptaying on the open green area would be attracted to
the gate and gain access to the riverwatk and the associated danger of the fast-
moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary wall has the
potential to create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national
and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be

permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders will be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate will be of similar
height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both the

Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park faces, as a deterrent against climbing the
gate from either direction. There will be no more risk to children going to and from

school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, le meas

4

Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and

Climate Change

Galway County Council
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30th September 2025

Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase
Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire

and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

='(091 ) 509 300

:Thousing@galwaycoco.ie

Pleanail

Planning

’'(091 ) 509 308
:Jplanning@galwaycoco.h

Re: Submission 6 - Laura Molina Marquez

Timpeallacht & Tr6idliacht

Environrnenl & Veterinary

)(091 ) 509 510
=environment@gaiwaycoco.ie

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowLedges the submission from the above named and
responds as follows:

IntreastruchtOr tisiciOil

agus Athr0 Aeraide
Physical Infrastructure

and Climate Change

" r(091) 509 309

:Troads@galwaycoco.ie

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be pLanted” This “will take a large

portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its
creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna
Human Resources

=(091 ) 509 303

:Xhr@galwaycoco'ie

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

'S'(091 ) 509 099
: _'Jmotorlax@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as
stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1 ,380m2) of

the open amenity space wiLL be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS
(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21, and Figure 2.6 – Proposed Development

Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting

Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the

Carrowmanagh apartments which wiLI not be planted on.

clar na dToghth6iri
Register of Electors

')(091) 509 310
::electors@galwaycoco.ie

Forbairt Tuaithe agus Pobail
agus Irneascadh

Rural and C}ornmunity

Development and Entegration

e(091) 509 521
=community@galwaycoco.ie

Statement: Will cause road safety and visibility issues for motorists driving into the estate

feabharlann

Library
=(091 ) 509 388

: ':info@galwaylibrary. ie
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Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).
An Arboricultura I Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughtera rd Footbridge, Co.
Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan

will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a
safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility
through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: Although it may be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant

trees as close to the felled ones as possible, there is no tega[ obligation to plant new
trees within a certain distance of felled trees, and the required minimum distance

between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecological reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement
trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one

of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact

on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a legal requirement

under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is
in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.

The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats
present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out
in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact

Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees close to the boundary wall between

Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwa tk has the potential to cause further
damage and instability to the boundary wall.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the

boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section
2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement. Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of

the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?

Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other
areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belonging to Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this

was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



\

replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 - the invasive

species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitable as

it would take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to
Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section

2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the

Riverside Walk along the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young children playing on the open green area would be attracted to

the gate and gain access to the riverwalk and the associated danger of the fast-

moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary watt has the
potential to create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national
and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be

permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders will be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate will be of similar
height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both the
Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park faces, as a deterrent against climbing the
gate from either direction. There will be no more risk to children going to and from
school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, le meas

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and
Climate Change

Galway County Council
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30th September 2025

Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase
Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire

and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

'=(091) 509 300

=housing@galwaycoco.ie

Pleanaii

Planning

' '(091 ) 509 308

: -_Jplanning@galwaycoco.ie

Re: Submission 7 - Leo Clabby and Edel Feeney

Timpeallacht & Trdidiiacht
Environment & Veterinary

c-(091 ) 509 510
: - ~lenvironment@galwaycoco.ie

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowledges the submission from the abovenamed and
responds as follows:

Intreastrucht Clr fisiciail

agus Athr0 Aeraide

Physical Infrastructure

and Climate Change

P(091) 509 309
=roads@galwaycoco.ie

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be planted” This “will take a large
portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its
creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna

Human Resources

B (091 ) 509 303
Thr@gaiwaycoco.b

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

’ ~(091 ) 509 099

L;moiortax@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-sixtrees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as

stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1,380m2) of

the open amenity space will be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS
(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21, and Figure 2.6 – Proposed DeveLopment
Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting
Landscape PLan). It shouLd also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the

Carrowmanagh apartments which will not be planted on.

clar na dToghth6iri
Register of Electors

;r(091) 509 310
Helectors@galwaycoco.ie

Forbain Tuaithe agus Pobai I

agus Imeascadh
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:r];(091) 509 52]
Flcommunity@gaEwaycoco.ie
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Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).
An Arboricultu ral Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughtera rd Footbridge, Co.
Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan

will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a
safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility
through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: Although it may be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant
trees as close to the felled ones as possible, there is no legal obligation to plant new
trees within a certain distance of feI[ed trees, and the required minimum distance
between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecological reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement
trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one
of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact

on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a legal requirement

under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is
in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.

The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats
present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out
in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact

Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees close to the boundary wall between

Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwatk has the potential to cause further

damage and instability to the boundary wall.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section

2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of
the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?

Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other

areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belongingto Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this

was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 - the invasive
species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitabLe as

it wouLd take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to

Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section

2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the
Riverside Walk along the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young children playing on the open green area would be attracted to
the gate and gain access to the riverwalk and the associated danger of the fast-

moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary wall has the
potential to create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national
and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be

permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders will be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate will be of similar
height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both the

Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park faces, as a deterrent against climbing the
gate from either direction. There will be no more risk to children going to and from

school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, le meas

Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and

Climate Change
Galway County Council
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30th September 2025

Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase
Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire
and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Tithiocht

Housing

"!'(091 ) 509 300
Ihousing@galwaycoco.ie

Pleanail

Planning

’ \(091 ) 509 308
Jplanning@galwaycoco.ie

Re: Submission 8 - Pearse Carney

Timpeallacht & Trdidliacht

Environment & Veterinary

''(091 ) 509 510
::environment@galwaycoco.ie

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowledges the submission from the abovenamed and
responds as follows:

IntreastruchtOr tisiciOil

agus Athr0 Aeraide

Physical Infrastructure

and Climate Change

e(091) 509 309
roads@galwaycoco.ie

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be planted” This “will take a large

portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its
creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna

Human Resources

::(091 ) 509 303
=hr@galwaycoco.ie

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

-','-(091 ) 509 099
::motortax@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowmanagh Park as
stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1,380m2) of

the open amenity space will be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS
(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 , and Figure 2.6 – Proposed DeveLopment

Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting

Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the

Carrowmanagh apartments which will not be planted on.
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Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).
An Arboricultura I Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughterard Footbridge, Co.
Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan

will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a
safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility
through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: Although it may be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant

trees as close to the felled ones as possible, there is no legal ob[igation to plant new

trees within a certain distance of felled trees, and the required minimum distance
between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecological reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement

trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one
of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact

on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a legal requirement

under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is

in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.

The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats

present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out
in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact

Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees close to the boundary wall between

Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwatk has the potential to cause further
damage and instability to the boundary wall.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section

2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of
the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?

Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other
areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belonging to Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this

was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 201 1 - the invasive

species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitable as
it wouLd take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to

Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21) and EcIA (Section

2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the
Riverside Walk aLong the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young children playing on the open green area would be attracted to
the gate and gain access to the riverwatk and the associated danger of the fast-
moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary wall has the
potential to create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national
and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be

permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders will be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate wiLI be of similar
height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both the
Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park faces, as a deterrent against climbing the

gate from either direction. There will be no more risk to children going to and from
school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, le meas

Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and

Climate Change
Galway County Council
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An CoimisiCln Plean51a

64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
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SeirbhFsi (;ustairn6ara

Customer Services

' -(091 ) 509 000
1-Jcustomerservices@galwaycoco.ie

SeirbhFsi Corparaideacha

Corporate Services

*=(091 ) 509 225

:'-:corpserv@galwaycoco. ie

30th September 2025

Tithiocht

Housing

T(091 ) 509 300

:Thousing@galwaycoco.ie

Case Reference: ACP-322956-25: Galway County Council Compulsory Purchase

Order No. 3/2025 - N59 Oughterard Footbridge - (Physical Infrastructure, Fire
and Emergency Services and Climate Change).

Pleanail

Planning

' -(091 ) 509 308
:planning@galwaycoco.e

Re: Submission 9 - Raymond Ciborowski

Timpeallacht & Tr6idliacht
Environment & Veterinary

*(091) 509 510
;environment@gaEwaycoco.ie

A Dhuine Uaisle

Galway County Council acknowledges the submission from the abovenamed and
responds as follows:

Intreastrucht6r fisici6il

agus Athr0 Aeraide
Physical Infrastructure

and Climate Change

" ,’(091 ) 509 309
: :roads@galwaycoco.h

1. Tree Planting in Carrowmanagh Park

Statement: Excessive number of trees (forty) to be pfanted” This “will take a large

portion of the open amenity space which has been part of the estate since its
creation in the year 2000”

Acmhainni Daonna
Human Resources

Ir(091 ) 509 303
::hr@galwaycoco.ie

M6tarchain

Motor Taxation

’N(091) 509 099

:.:rnotortax@galwaycoco.ie

Response: Thirty-six trees are proposed to be planted in Carrowrnanagh Park as
stated on page 66 of the Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 0.138 hectares (1,380m2) of
the open amenity space will be retained as shown in the Landscape Site Plan, NIS

(Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 , and Figure 2.6 – Proposed Development
Landscape Plan, and Figure 2.6 – Carrowmanagh Park Offsite Tree Planting
Landscape Plan). It should also be noted that there is a green area to the east of the

Carrowmanagh apartments which will not be planted on.

Chr na dToghth6iri

Register of Electors

'-" (091 ) 509 310

I :electors@galwaycoco.ie

Forbairt Tuaithe agus Pobail

agus Imeascadh

Rural and Community

Development and Integration

:q:'(091 ) 509 521

=community@galwaycoco.ie

Statement: Will cause road safety and visibility issues for motorists driving into the estate

Leabharlann

Library
=='(091) 509 388

; .linfo@galwaylibrary. ie

Ta mile failte roimh chomhfhreagras agus ghn6 i nGaeilge.
gaeilge@cocogaillimh.ie www.gaillimh.ie



Response: The trees proposed for the planting are heavy standard (approx. 4m tall).

An Arboricu Itu ral Assessment of the Site Area at N59, Oughterard Footbridge, Co.
Galway provides a Method Statement /Tree Protection Plan. A Tree Maintenance Plan
will be also developed during detailed design so that the trees do not provide a
safety issue within the estate, with their canopies maintained to provide visibility
through the proposed areas of tree planting.

Statement: it might be desirable and convenient for Galway Co. Co. to plant trees as
close to the felled ones as possible, there is no legal obligation to plant new trees

within a certain distance of felled trees, and the required minimum distance

between felled trees and new trees is not defined in the planning application.

Response: The ecoLogical reasoning for the chosen location of the replacement
trees has been set out in the NIS and EcIA reports. The proposed tree planting is one

of the mitigation measures set out in the NIS so as to prevent any significant impact

on Lough Corrib SAC or any other Natura 2000 site which is a legal requirement
under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The proposed planting is

in line with Galway County Development plan 2022-2028, specifically Policy
Objectives NHB 4, NHB 5, NHB 7 and NHB 9.

The minimum distance for habitat replacement is site-specific given the habitats
present and the species present. The reasoning for the proposed planting is set out
in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and the Ecological Impact

Assessment (EcIA) (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement: Planting a large number of trees c£ose to the boundary wall between

Carrowmanagh Park and the Owenriff Riverwalk has the potential to cause further
damage and instability to the boundary wall.

Response: The proposed trees have been spaced an appropriate distance from the
boundary walls, roads etc. so that no structural damage is caused. See NIS (Section

2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section 2.8 Landscape Design).

Statement'. Most of the trees that are planned to be felled are on the south bank of
the Owenriff River, the green area of Carrowmanagh Park is on the north bank. Surely
it makes sense to plant new trees on the same side of the river as the felled trees?

Compensatory planting at other locations along the Owenriff riverbank, and in other
areas of Oughterard should be investigated.

Response: Other locations in Oughterard were considered, including lands
belonging to Galway County Council on Station Road, Oughterard. However, this

was deemed unsuitable for the conservation required for the bat population.
Locations on the southern bank of the river were also considered for the



replacement planting. However, there are large stands of the Third Schedule of the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 - the invasive
species Japanese Knotweed, present in the area which makes the area unsuitable as
it would take approximately 3 to 4 years at a minimum to eradicate them. Refer to

Section 5.2 (page 36 - 43) and Section 7.1.1.7 (page 67) of the NIS.

The reasoning the location of the compensatory planting for the chosen location is
provided in the NIS (Section 2.8 Landscape Design on page 21 ) and EcIA (Section

2.8 Landscape Design).

2. Access Gate on the Boundary Wall Between Carrowmanagh Park and the
Riverside Walk along the Owenriff River.

Statements: Young children playing on the open green area would be attracted to
the gate and gain access to the riverwalk and the associated danger of the fast-

moving Owenriff River. Addition of an access gate on the boundary wall has the

potential to create a shortcut through Carrowmanagh Park by children using national
and secondary schools, which in turn could create an unacceptable and
unnecessary hazard.

Response: Galway County Council can confirm that the proposed gate is strictly for
use by Uisce Eireann (UE) or Galway County Council (GCC) only. It will be

permanently locked apart from this usage, and key holders will be either GCC or UE.
It will be non-climbable and there will be no access for walkers between the

Owenriff riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park. The proposed gate will be of similar
height to the existing wall and will be fitted with anti-climbing mesh on both the

Riverside walk and Carrowmanagh Park faces, as a deterrent against climbing the
gate from either direction. There will be no more risk to children going to and from
school than there is with the boundary wall currently.

Is mise, le meas

Uinsinn Finn

Director of Service – Physical Infrastructure, Fire and Emergency Services and
Climate Change
Galway County Council


